
s part of a recent Green Team Committee
initiative, Somerset County Vocational & Technical
High School (SCVTHS) has begun to replace existing
water fountains with ones that contain water bottle
filling stations. Currently, SCVTHS has installed
eight bottle filling stations in use on campus, with
two additional stations to be replaced in the coming
weeks. As of October 8th, SCVTHS has saved over
18,000 plastic water bottles by installing the stations.
Ultimately, SCVTHS plans to replace all the existing
fountains.  
Principal Hector Montes stated, “The Recycling/

Green Committee has been meeting monthly to
promote and advocate for a cleaner, healthier school
environment, decrease landfill deposit and reduce
our carbon footprint. We strive to make our recycling
program efficient by including students and staff.”

Montes went on to add, “Students and staff are
encouraged to bring their own bottles and fill them
numerous times throughout the day. The stations
provide alerts when filters need to be replaced. Not
only are we saving the environment by not adding
to the landfills, but we are promoting healthier
lifestyles.”i
For more information on this story contactJames
Strickhart at jstrickhart@scvts.net.
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(l - r): SCVTHS Principal and Green Team Committee Chair Mr. Hector Montes, SCVTHS junior Joshua Morris
of Manville, SCVTHS English Instructor and Green Team Committee Member Ms. Brittany Maldonado and
SCVTHS junior Kennedy Rice of Somerset next to one of the newly installed water bottle filling stations. 
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Dear Jaguar Nation,
We are very excited that we were able to
start the school year offering 5 days of in-
person instruction. In addition, transitioning
to a weekly COVID form for students, resuming
sports, performances and participating in
small group field trips are signs of optimism.
Continue to adhere to the safety protocols,
masks and social distancing so that we can
continue the progress. The goal is to remain
open 5 days a week. 

Back to School Night was a virtual success
with 2,760 participants across all Zoom
meetings. Science Teacher Ms. Melick led all
staff members, hosting 123 parents. During
the months of September – October, students
participated in the Start Strong and PSAT
Assessments, as well as Hurricane Ida and
Breast Cancer Fundraisers. We wish our
Girls and Boys Soccer teams the best of luck
with their season.

Please be sure to review the interim
reports, now available in Genesis. If needed,
create a plan of improvement with your
guidance counselor. Tutoring is available. The
first marking period ends Friday, November
12th. The monthly Board meeting is scheduled
for Monday, October 25th. 

      Sincerely,
      Hector Montes

Thanksgiving
FOOD DRIVE

October 27 – November 15, 2021
sponsored by SkillsUSA

& Class Advisors

SCVTHS INSTALLS WATER BOTTLE
FILLING STATIONS



On October 1st, in celebration of
Hispanic Heritage Month, the
Spanish Department at Somerset
County Vocational & Technical High
School (SCVTHS) hosted a Latin
Percussion Workshop. The event
featured Mr. Hector Morales, a
Peruvian drummer and percussionist
with over 15 years of experience as a
teaching artist in the tri-state area.
Mr. Morales presented six classes of
Spanish music instruction to
SCVTHS World Language students.
Morales, who specializes in Afro-

Peruvian music, presented to the
students how his unique music and
instruments related to the Peruvian
culture and its history. During the
workshops, Mr. Morales displayed, discussed and
played a variety of Peruvian percussion instruments
and even invited the students to participate with him
by playing some of the instruments. Morales also
explained how the music ties both North American
and Latin American countries together. Mr. Morales
stated, “Music is the universal language.”
"Learning by doing or learning from concrete

experience is a theory that when put into practice
creates meaningful learning,” stated SCVTHS Spanish
Instructor Mr. Guillermo Reina. “I really liked that

the workshop exposed the students to Hispanic
culture from a global point of view, even connecting
origins of Peruvian music from the African descendants'
diaspora."
SCVTHS junior Chase Thompson of Bridgewater

said, "I found the workshop to be both entertaining
and informative. I liked how Mr. Morales let us play
instruments and was patient enough to teach us how
to play them properly."i
For more information on this story, contact James Strickhart
at (908) 526-8900, x7169 or jstrickhart@scvts.net.

Gianmarco Perez-Gomez

SCVTHS STUDENTS ATTEND
LATIN PERCUSSION WORKSHOPS
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(left -right):  SCVTHS junior Isabella Granzetto of Bound Brook, Mr. Hector Morales and
SCVTHS junior Emiliana Repreza of Bound Brook play instruments during a workshop.
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G ianmarco Perez-Gomez, a sophomore in the Computer Science Technology Program, has been
selected as Somerset County Vocational & Technical High School’s (SCVTHS) Student of the
Month for October 2021. Gianmarco is the son of Lidier Perez and Viviana Gomez of Bound
Brook.
SCVTHS Social Studies Instructor Ms. Meghan Welch nominated Gianmarco for the

Student of the Month award stating, “Gianmarco is a polite, helpful, and dedicated young man.
He works well with others and often contributes to class discussions. He is kind and courteous
to his teachers and peers. He is a member of the Boys’ Soccer Team and is an active member of the
school community. It is a pleasure to have Gianmarco in class!”
At SCVTHS, Gianmarco is the starting central defensive midfielder for the Boys’ Varsity Soccer

Team. Outside of school, he enjoys playing a variety of video games. After soccer season concludes,
Gianmarco aims to find a job.
After graduating high school, Gianmarco plans to obtain a college degree in Computer Science.

While unsure of which school he’d like to attend, Gianmarco’s goal is to obtain his dream job as a
cybersecurity analyst. In addition to his educational pursuits, Gianmarco plans to learn how to play
the piano.i

GIANMARCO PEREZ-GOMEZ STUDENT OF THE MONTH
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